i 



'PATENT COOPERATION TREAl 




P€T/PT@ 23 JUN 2004 pcT 

INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 

(PCT Article 36 and Rule 70) 



PCT/JP2002/013630 

II II 1.1 If 111:11 II II 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 
PCT02016 


unRPinmreBimnN See Notif,ca n°n of Transmittal of International 
*OR FURTHER ACTION Preliminai y Examination Report (Form PCT/IPEA/416) 


International application No. 

PCT/JP2002/013630 


International filing date {day/month/year) 
26 December 2002 (26.12.2002) 


Priority date (day/month/year) 
26 December 2001 (26.12.2001) 


International Patent Classification (IPC) or national classification and IPC 
E01D 1/00, E04H 9/02 


Applicant 

NIHON UNIVERSITY, SCHOOL JURIDICAL PERSON 



This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining Authority 
and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 



This REPORT consists of a total of 



. sheets, including this cover sheet. 



This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been 
amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority (see Rule 
70. 1 6 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 



These annexes consist of a total of 



. sheets. 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 
Basis of the report 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 

Certain observations on the international application 



I 


I2SI 


II 


□ 


III 


□ 


rv 


□ 


V 




VI 


□ 


VII 


□ 


vra 





Date of submission of the demand 

27 January 2003 (27.0L2003) 


Date of completion of this report J 
02 March 2004 (02.03.2004) 


Name and mailing address of the IPEA/JP 
Facsimile No. 


Authorized officer 
Telephone No. 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (cover sheet) (July 1998) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. 

PCT/JP2002/013630 



I. Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
| | the international application as originally filed 
the description: 

pages 1, 2, 4, 8-13 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



3,5-7 



, filed with the letter of 20 February 2004 (20.02.2004) 



the claims: 

pages 

pages 

pages 

pages 



1-4, 6-11 



, as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 

, filed with the demand 



m9 filed with the letter of 20 February 2004 (20.02.2004) 



the drawings: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



1-16 



, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



[ | the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 

m , filed with the demand 



. , filed with the letter of 



3. 



With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language , which is: 

I | the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23 . 1 (b)). 
I | the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

I | the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

I | contained in the international application in written form. 

filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 
| | The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished. 



□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 



4. 



□ 



The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I 1 the description, pages 

f I the claims, Nos. 

I I the drawings, sheets/fig 



I I This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
5. I — | 5 e y 0n d the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
in this report as "originally filed'* and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Ride 70 J 6 
and 70.17). 

** Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
1 citations and explanations supporting such statement 


1 1. Statement 
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I Inventive step (IS) 


Claims 
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Industrial applicability (IA) 


Claims 
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2. Citations and explanations 

[Document 1: JP, 2790185, B2 (SHINJI ISHBVtARU), 27 August 1998 

Document 2: JP, 1 1-229663, A (SUMITOMO CONSTRUCTION CO., LTD.), 24 August 1999 
'Document 3: JP, 10-169244, A (SHINJI ISH1MARU), 23 June 1998 
)ocument 4: JP, 2988882, B2 (KAWASAKI HEAVY INDUSTRIES, LTD.), 13 December 1999 

IClaims 1-11 

The point of the invention of claim 1, "a base isolation device for a structure that disposes a 
tension member between support points provided on a structural body or a nearby structure at 
ipredetermmed intervals, and rotatably connects a first link piece midway to this tension member and 
rotatably connects a second link piece to the structure, wherein an energizing member and a 
damping member are provided . . . between the structural body form ing the sh-ncti,™ ™j'th* 
connection parts between the first link pieces and the second lint- r We . » is not described in any of 
the documents cited in the ISR or in documents 1, 3, and 4 newly cited in the preliminary ISR and 
appears to be non-obvious to a person skilled in the art. 

U wi,i!!f h t enn ? re ' February 20, 2004, Applicant asserted that the invention of claiml 

5, which cites claim 1, is described in Fig. 1 of the drawings, but the invention of claim 5 is a base 
isolation device for a structure wherein "an energizing member ... and a damping member are 

* : * be *ween the statural body forming the structure ^ the connection rqrts between the 

K^scribed ml^T k 5 5 *" S ° 6Ven Wi& the descri P ti °» 8(b) of the drawings it 
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Vm. Certain observations on the international application 

The following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question whether the claims are fully 
supported by the description, are made: 

The invention of claim 5, which cites claim 1, is a base isolation device for a structure "wherein 
an energizing member . . . and a damping member are provided . . . between the structural body forming 
the structure and the connection parts between the first link pieces and the second link pieces . . 
(claim 1), and "said first link pieces and second link pieces ... are disposed in groups at two locations, 
and said energizing member and damping member are disposed between the connection parts between 
the first link pieces and second link pieces constituting these groups" (claim 5). 

This being the case, the invention of claim 5, which cites claim 1, is "a base isolation device for 
a structure that provides an energizing member and a damping member between the structural body 
forming the structure and the connection parts between the first link pieces and the second link pieces , 
and that provides said energizing member and damping member between the connection parts between 
the first link pieces and second link pieces constituting these groups." This constitution is not 
described in the specification. Therefore the invention of claim 5, which cites claim 1, is not 
adequately supported by the specification. 
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